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at liberty, evea at this late day, to repeat what was said to me by some of tlm members selected, hut I was convinced that Lincoln had no purpose or desire to change the cabinet he had selected in Springfield, and that ho regarded their jealousies (if I may use such a word in respect to gentlemen so distinguished) as a benefit, and not an objection, as by that means ho would control his cabinet rather than be controlled by it.
Mr. Lincoln delivered his inaugural address from the east steps of the capitol, on the 4th day of March, 1801. 1 sat near him and hoard ovory word. Douglas stood conspicuous behind him and suggesting many thoughts. I have witnessed many inaugurations, bub never one so impressive as this. The condition of the south already organized for war, the presence of United States troops with general Scott in command, the manifest preparation against threatened violence, the sober and quiet attention to the address, all united to produce a profound apprehension of evils yet to come. The eloquent peroration of Mr. Lincoln cannot be too often repeated, and J insert it here:
"In yoni" hands, my dissutis/icd follow-countrymon, and not in mine, is tho momentous issuo of civil unr. TJio g-m'oniwonl will not iiasail you. You 01111 Imvo no conflict, without boing yourselves tho aggressors. You 1mvo no oath vo^isLorotl in Hmivoa to clowtroy tho government, while /shall havo tho most solemn one- lo 'preserve, protect, and defend' it.
"I am lotli to close. \Vo uro not enemies, but friends. Wo must not bo enemies. Though passion intiy have stmined, it must not break, our bonds of nffootum. Tho mystio chords of memory, stretching from ovory battlefield nnd patriot grave, to ovory living heart and hunrthstone, all ovor this broiul hind, will ynt swoll the chorus of tlm Union, when ugain touched, aa smvly they will bo, by llio bolter angels of our nut uro."
Salmon P. Chase, then Senator, was appointed Secretary of tho Treasury. 1 know with \vhat doubt and reluctance he accepted this office. On the 7th of March his resignation as Senator was communicated to the Senate. In anticipation of ifc tho legislature of Ohio was canvassing for his successor. My name was mentioned with many others. I was in doubt whether 1 ought to be a candidate, or oven to accept tho position if tendered, 1 had been elected as a Member of the next Congress and was quite certain of election us speaker of the House of Representatives. The Republicans had a decidedas boon n great <lonl o'f intoinpnnini-n e>f language on this subject ; but I ask, if it litis been used upon our side, baa it not boon used upon yourn ? If I hero 1ms beim harsh and violent words used, J hnvo not uttered thoin that 1 know of. If 1 hnvo, I bog pvory mini's pardon ; be.cnuso 1 think that violont language, C'lilculntcd to stir up oxoilpmwit nud agitation, ought not to lio used in a deliberative. tiHHOinhly. 1 ask you if you hsivo not sins to ropont of, if wo havo 'f I.ul us l:o at pcnco. Lot us go on wilh tho administration of thn governmonl kindly, harmoniously, hopefully, trusting in that provldenco of Almighty Gocl which lias thus far guided and guarded us, until tins nation has become a inarvol to tho world. Can wo not go on in tlio sumo way in which wo havo gone on iu the past? Why not lot the Republican administration .n\   'iliujly .,
